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2 Pa TRR, Chap. i. 


5. Giving all Diligence, add to your 
Fanh, Virtue; and to Virme, 
Knowledge; p 
6. And 10 Knowledge, Temperance; 5 
and to Temperance, P atience ; and 
to Patience, Godlinefs; | 
7. AndtoGodlmefs, Brotherly-kindneſs; 
and to Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity. 


T2 Holy Apoſtle, beginning his fare= 
wel Epiſtle to the Churches with a 
= Commendation of their Faith, takes, 
from thence, Occaſion of inſtructing them in 
the Nature of that Chriſtian Building which 
ey are to erect on this Foundation; and, as 
his laſt Labour of Love, brings together, and 
lays in, all the various Materials proper for ſo 
neceſſary a Work, © 
But we ſhall have a very wrong, and much 
too low, Conception of our Apolles 8 Skill, if 
we confider theſe but as Materials rudely thrown 
. r without Art or Choice; and ſtand- 
A 2 8 


[4] 
ing in need of other Hands to range them in 


that Architectonic Order wherein they are to 
be employed. For on a careful Survey it will 


/ 


be found, that no other than that Spirit which 
directed the Workmen of the Old Tabernacle 
could give ſo artful a Diſpoſition to the Ma- 
terials of this new Building not made with Hands, 
whoſe Maker and Builder is God, 

He hath marked out the Foundation, 
ſtrengthened the Baſis, proportioned the Mem- 
bers, adorned the Superſtructure, and crowned 
the Whole with the richeſt of Materials; and 
all this with ſuch Juſtice of Science, Subli- 
mity of Thought, and Force of Genius, that 
every foregoing Virtue gives Stability to the 
following; and every following imparts Per- 
fection to that which went before: Where 
the three Orders of this heavenly Architecture, 
the Human, the Divine, and Social Virtues, 
are ſo exquiſitely diſpoſed, that the Human 
and Social have their proper Strengths and 
Graces heightened and ſupported by the com- 
mon Connexion of the Divine : Where every 
thing, in ſhort, concurs, in its proper Station, 
For the perfecting of the 8 aints, for. the ed: ifying 
of the Body of Chriſt. 
In Conformity to the Practice of human 
Inſtructors, who deliver it as a Principle to 
their Diſci ples, that no- conſiderable Advance 
is to be made in Science without much La- 
bour, our Holy Artiſt introduces his Precepts 


with this Preliminary -G IvIN G ALL DILI- 
GENCE, 
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) 
© 
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GENCE. And if this be neceſſary in civil 


Matters, where nothing oppoſes the Progreſs 
towards Perfection but the Length of Art and 


the Shortneſs of Life ; with how great Reaſon * | 


are we here enjoined Diligence, where, beſides 
thoſe Diſcouragements, we have numerous 
Enemies within- us under the Diſguiſe of 
Friends, the confederated Paſſions, to retard 
our Progreſs; and Devils, and evil Men 
without, to ſtop us as we preſs forward in the 
Career of Virtue? 


But the Neceſſity of this Diligence will be 


5 better ſeen in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, 


where we ſhew the Care and Circumſpection 
required in the Cultivation of every Chriſtian 
Virtue, here recommended, to prevent its 
languiſhing by Defect, or luxuriating by 
Exceſs. | 

Our Apoſtle, as 4 wife Maſter-Bulder, 


chuſes for his oundation that Rock on which 


his Lord had promiſed him to build bis 
Cn 


Add to your F ALT Hon 


as directed by the ſame Divine Spirit with his 
Fellow- * St. Paul, who bids every 
Man take heed how he but Ideth; for other Foun- 
dation can no Man lay {an that is laid, which 

7s B. Chriſt. 
ut the Simplicity and Clearnek of the 
Doctrine of Faith could not ſecure it, even in 
the N Times, from being perverted to 
counte- 


61. 

countenance the moſt fatal Error concerning. 
its. Nature and Efficacy; while it was miſtaken 
to be alone ſufficient to make Man acceptable 
to his Maker, and, without good. Works, to en- 
title him to the Rewards of the Goſpel-Cove- 
nant. To explain the original and fundamen- 
tal Cauſes of this Error, and to ſhew how the 
perfect Novelty of the Doctrine of Faith 
the Method the Holy Spirit directed the Apo- 
ſtles to uſe in the Propagation. of the Goſpel 
and the illuſtrious Marks of that Spirit, which 
then accompanied the Profeſſion of the Faith, 
—to ſhew, I fay, how all theſe accidentally. 
contributed to ſupport this Error, is beſide 
the Bounds and Purpoſe on the preſent Diſ- 
courſe. 
It ſhall ſuffice to obſerve, that. this danger= 
ous Extravagance, -which hath continued more 
or leſs, to infect all Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church, ſpread immediately ſo ſwift and wide, 
under Cover of that Divine Truth, that a 
Man is juſtified by Faith without the Deeds. of 
the Law, that the Apoſtolic Writers found 
it neceſſary frequently and formally to op- 

and confute it. And on this Account 
St. Peter's firſt Precept enjoins us to add or 
build our Virtue upon Faith. | 


 Aadd to your Faith VIRTUE. 


Shaks henceforth Faith, which, while it 
was ſingle and ſolitary, remained dead, as the 
| faered: Writers expreſs it, being thus ' chathed 


upon 


E 1 
by Virtue, becomes animated, and pro- 
uctive of the Fruits of Immortality. 

A reciprocal Advantage Virtue receives from 
Faith, on which Virtue is thus built: For 
we ſhall find theſe Advantages to be all the 
way reciprocal.  'The Weakneſs of unguided 
Reaſon, and the Violence of ill-balanced Paſ- 
ſions, had reduced moral Virtue, in the Pagan 
World, to fo ſhadowy and precarious an Ex- 
iſtence, that the wiſeſt Teachers of it' could 
not forbear lamenting its helpleſs Condition, 
and owning that nothing but a Revelation 
from Heaven could realize and ſu it, 

They miſtook the true Foundation of Mo- 
rality; ſome placing it in the native Excel- 
lence of Virtue, others in the exterior Benefits, 
of which it is productive. They were left 
deſtitute, and expoſed to the free Rage of un- 
governed Paſſions, without Aid, and with un- 
certain Proſpect of Reward. 

But it was the Diſpenſation of Faith, which: 
diſcovered that the true Foundation of Mo- 
rality was Compliance to the Will of our Crea- 
tor and Sovereign Lord. It was Faith which 
enabled us to ſurmount all the - Oppoſition» 
of the Appetites, by holding out to us an in- 
finite Reward, which the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit has placed within our Reach. 
Thus, to uſe the Words of the Apoſtle Jude, 
Building up ourſelves on our moſt .holy Faith, 


proying in the Holy Ghoſt, 1 1 in 
the: 


| 
| 
. 
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the Love of God, we may look for the Mercy of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal Life. 
But though Virtue be here enjoined, and in 
all the Preachings of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
in all the Writings of his Apoſtles, inceſſantly 
repeated and inforced ; yet, if we expect to 
find in them any regular or methodick Body 
of Morality, we ſhall be much miſtaken with 
regard to this. The New Teſtament, all along, 
refers us to another Guide. For God having 
before revealed the whole Doctrine of Mora- 
lity. by the Religion of Nature, and none of 
God's Diſpenſations contradicting another, it 
was enough for the firſt Teachers of Chriſti- 
anity, when they preached up Virtue, to re- 
fer their Followers for Particulars, to what 
natural Religion taught concerning it. 
| This being ſo, and that the great Pandect of 
the Law of Nature is to be ſearched and ſtu- 
died, in order to attain a perfect Knowledge 
of moral Duty, there is need of much Pains 
and Exerciſe of Mind to learn that Virtue we are 
here enjoined to build upon Faith. For though 
Nature hath ſtamped fo ſtrongly the firſt Prin- 
ciples of moral Duty in the Breaſts of all 
Men, that even a kind of friendly. Inſtinct 
will not ſuffer us to be totally ignorant of 
them; yet the numerous Deductions, from 
thoſe firſt Principles, of what is fit and right, 
in every Circumſtance of Life, being to be 
collected by the ſetting together, comparing, 


and ſorting our Ideas, through all the various 
Combi- 


191 


Combinations of moral Complexities, it. re- 
quires, even with the Aſſiſtance of Holy Writ, 
mucli Reflexion and Habitude; and without 
that Aſſiſtance, is a Taſk atterly unſurmount- 
able, as the Experience of all Ages hath ſhewn. 
us. 
Scripture then 3 y referring to the. 
Law. of Nature, to one much a Stranger to 
that Law what can reſult from his Stud 
the Scriptures, if modeſt, but Doubt and 
certainty; if vain and prefuming, and if, 4 
the fame time, (which has too often happened 
a Teacher of others by , Profeſſion, - but Miſ- 
takes and Errors, the * Errors of Superſti- 
tion and Fanaticiſm? For doubtleſs to an 125 | 
norance of natural Religion- muſt be aſcribed. 
the Extravagancies , to which ſo many Secs: 
and Parties have, in their ſeveral Turns, been 
obnoxious. e e 
But much of theſe M iſchiefs bad he 
avoided, had Men duly 2 N 5 to the Words 
of our Apoſtle: Who with this 1 2 
us the next Precept of my Text. Add, "IV 


to Virtue KWI Hö EH 


of + that. Wiſdom, which is the Reſult of Us 5 
pa of Nature in the Purſuit of Truth. 


And that you may ſee 10 TA aſd | 
as well as juſt, a 1 St. Peter was Bere. 


directed, I ſhall a Moment to hold = 


* 4 „ 
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out a Fane of 1 rtue unattended with that 
chpietd from fio-obſttire of diſcre- 
dited 0110 nals but from ſuch whoſe Lives 


ate preached up for Examples, and their Deaths 


chien with divine Hoftours; ſuch as 
haye Shrines and Altars dedicated to their 
Worſhip; and Vows and Petitions offered up 


td their Dy; in one Word, For ton 


SAINTS. er FERPTT 


To underſtan this. Matter right, we maſt” 
cohſider, that Yi#te conſiſts in acting agree- 


ably to tbſe Relations, in Which we Rand to 
out comtion Humanity, our Fellow- Creatures, 


antl out Credtöt. For 3s Reliyion, id Fre 
Senſe of 'the Word, | 
owe outſelf aha Neighbour ; 
its larger Senſe, includes the Obſervance of 
that Relation we tand in towards Ged. And 


pode the Duty 


when the, Practice reſpects Man, it is called 
file ; when it reſpects God, it is Piety. 
Theſe Retktions are commonly diſtin guilhed 


into the” Hrmah, the ſcriul, and the ace 
Virtues: Ihe End and Den of all which is 


to perfect Mar's,Nature,.. ... 
1. By reftraining, 19 B-2AP an directing 


the private and {fiſh A panes Þ accord 
| ing of the Hicbures of Req 


2. By cultivating, improving, lad 1 


ing the ſocial P ops and Affections, and em- 
ployihſ; cher in the Service 6f our 2 | 
| . to the Diftatts F IK 7 | 


Co 0 


3. By 


8 9 5 


r; fo Anale Io 


ov as 


_— 


L. 114 : 

3, By exetciſing our Underſtandings in the 
Contemplation of the firſt Cauſe, and by owns 
ing our Relation to him in fuitable Acts of 


rational Worſhip, in order 10 unite us to aur 
ſupreme Good, een to the Dittates of 


Grace. 

Novy when, in the Gn of Rink Kaki 
hier calne to be eſteemed of no Uſe to im- 
prove or direct Vertue; but that Jenorance 
was thought as well the Mother of all ather _ 
Victues, as of Devotion: When the Law of 
Nature came to be ſhunned: as a dangerous. 
and fallacious Guide; and Faith, traditional, 
_ foriptural, had uſurped its Province of 

e _— fpel-righteoufneſs ; then it was, 
that theſe bright Examples of a new kind of 
Virtue appeared amongſt them, in a barbarous 
Rabble of Saints; who under the common 
Name of RELIG Nous, and on Pretence f a 
more ſublime and elevated Virtue; than Natu- 
ral Religion taught, ran into the moſt horrid 
Exoeſſes of Fanaticiſm and Superſtition. For 

1. Inftead of regulating the ſelfiſn Appe- 
tites they laboured all they could to.eradicate 


and deſtroy them, as Things, even in their 


Nature, vicious; as the graceleſs Furniture of 
be old Man ub his Aﬀettions and Lufts. All 
was diſmal and dark about them: Inordinate 
Watchings, excruciating Diſciplines, attenu- 
ating Labours: Theſe, aggravated: by Hunger, 
Phirſt, and Nakedneſs, were the beſt Means 
theſe poor miſtaken Followers of bir, axtho 

B 2 ſaid 
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faid bis Yoke was eaſy and bis Burthen light, 

could think of to regulate the ſelfiſh Paſſions. 

Till the Body, deprived of every kind of 
Good, which the gracious Hand of Provi- 
dence hath ſo largely poured out for the Solace 
of its Creatures, gave way and yielded to the 


. - Fury of this fanatic Penitence; while he was 
_ eſteemed the greateſt Saint who was the moſt 


itious Suicide. 

. Inſtead of improving and enlarging the 
ſocial Affections, theſe Saints fled into Caves 
and Deſarts, or ſhut themſelves up for Life in 
the Duſt and Silence of a Claiſter, Where, 
to unfit them for ſerving their Friends and 
Families,” they diveſted themſelves of their 
Poſſeſſions, to give to piaus Uſes; that is, to 
ſupport the Sloth of lazy Mendicants, or the 
Luxury of debauched Churchmen: to unfit 
themſelves for Submiſſion to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, they entered into treaſonable Engage- 
ments of unlimited Obedience to their ſpiritual 
Superiors: To unfit themſelves for ſerving 
their Country or Mankind, they teok Vows 
of voluntary Poverty, and 1 all ſecular 
Employments: And laſtly, as much as in them 
lay, to make War againſt the very Being of 
their Species, they unnaturally devoted them- 
ſelves to a ſingle Life, in blaſphemous Oppoſi - 
tion to that firſt great Command and Blefling, 
mncreaſe and multiply. 

3. Laſtly, inſtead of uſing Reaſon in the 
* of Deyotion, to attain the bk 


lations: in the Place 


1 13 ] 
Good, an Union with the Deity ; by crediting : 
the Imagination, they have often thrown thems 
ſelves, with extatic Tranſports, into the Arms 
of the Demon. While, in the Place of inter- 
nal Acts of ſober Meditation, nothing was ſeen 
but Trances, Raptures, and Viſions; nothing 
heard but Predictions, kanu and Reve- 

external Acts of 
rational Worſhip, they celebrated the Holy 


Offices with ga y and childiſh Ornaments, with 


barbarqus — ent itious Rites, and with 
baſe and ſervile Proſtrations. And the 7a 
wurite Objects of their Worſhip were in all 
reſpes agreeable to the Form, either the ido- 
latrous Adoration of a conſecrated Wafer, or 

of thoſe yet leſs ſubſtantial Divinities, which 


have their Feen only in a lying Le- 3 


end. 

l You have here 2 faithful Picture of 
Popiſh Virtue ſtript of Knowledge. From 
whence you may collect how miſerable a 
Creature Man grows, when he throws aſide 
his Reaſon, the firſt great Gift of Heaven, in 
order to follow the fille Lights, that Cuſtom, | 
Fancy, or the Paſſions have ſtuck up in his 
Breaſt ; and how equally miſerable that State 
muſt be, which ſupports a Religion, where 
Ignorance hath diveſted Virtue of all its Charms, 
poiſoned all its Health, and made it as de- 


ſtructive to e as barefaced . 
058 


Hens 


- Hence have yon feen, by aà terrible Example, 
the Miſchiefs done by Ignorunce to Virtue; of 
how much Service Kmwledge is to it, may be 
concluded by yourſelves, 


x 


We now proceed to ſhew the reciprocal Ser- 
vice Virtne does to Knowledge, Knowletge'is 
the Attainment and Perception of Truth; and 
uſeful Knowledge the Attainment and Perception 
of thoſe Truths, which tend to the perfecting 
our Nature. But the inordinate Paffions, 
operating averſely to ſuch Truths, cloud and 
darken the Underſtanding, fo as to miſlead us 
even from thoſe of the moſt eafy Diſcovery, 
and of the higheft Tmportance to be known. 
Again, to acquire a competent Share of Kow-- 


lege we muft, as I have ſaid, give , Dili- 


gence in the Put ſuit of Truth throughout her 
Receſſes: But it is only the Pleaſure of the 
Purchaſe, which can heartily engage us in the 
Chaſe: And that Pleaſure can ariſe from no- 
thing but the Lovelyneſs of the Object. No- 
while Vice uſurps the Heart, Yutb, her moral 
Enemy, will be a neglected Gueft. But when 
Virtue has dlamed her Seat, the Clouds of 
Error will diſperſe, and a Pafſion for Truth 
brighten and imflame the Underſtanding. For 
Truth and Virtue are twin born Siſters; and, 
with a Name of Diſtinction, participate of one 
common Nature, Truth being fpectthtive Vir- 
tue, and Virtue only practical Truth. And 
now the Underſtanding makes a free Progreſs 
in Knowledge, as having no headſtrong Ap- 
. petites 
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petites to miſlead it, enen Haften oder 
its Affection. 
en henceforth, the only Danger i is from 
the Quarter oppoſite ; that is, leſt the Mind's 
ardent Love of Truth ſhould engage it in Ab- 
ſtractions, and carry it beyond the Limits. of 
thoſe. Truths, which are bere given us for our 
Contamplation. ich 

In order to apprehend this Danger, we are 

to take notice, that, of the immenſe intel- 
loctual Syſtem, an extremely {mall Portion lies 
really within our Reach; the: infinitely larger 
Part reſiding near the Throne of 5 Al- 
mighty, wrapp'd up in awful and tremendous 

kneſs. 

The Reaſon why 0 much is kept out of 
Sight, or ſet . the Mind's Compre- 
henſion, which by the unwearied Vigour of 
_ bi Dperations ſeems naturally - capable of a 
much wider Graſp, appears to be, leſt, in this 
earthly” Condition, the Mind's Intention 
ſhould become diſtracted by too great Variety 
of Ideas; or that it ſhould make a wrong 
Choice; and purſue Truths of leſs preſent Im- 
partance too tar, to che Neglect of thoſe more 
for its ee in is proba- 
This Reaſon is much N by ob- 
ſerving, that in the Part of the in- 
telleQual World, nay even in thoſe cleareſt 
and beighteſt Portions of it, where full 
1 9 Speculatians, . "a 
yon 


| —— ſuppoſed to end, and mere Curioſity 


fs 


d certain Point, that Point, here bei is 


to begin, conclude in Darknels amen, 
and Contradiction. 1 3 „ 
The not attending to this Reaſon. ons to 


have been the very thing, which has given 


Birth, and fo long Continuanee, to Sex PTI- 


cr8M.- For Men ſeeing this to. be the Iſſue of 
the cleareſt Principles, when purſued to an 


intemperate Length, concluded, againſt their 
Senſes, that the Fountain was no purer than 
the remoteſt Streams. When both Reaſon 
and Experience might have taught them, that 
the Progreſs from Light to Darkneſs was not 
the natural Condition of Things, but the ar- 


Bitrary Decree of infinite Wiſdom and Mercy; 
which impoſed this Barrier to the Extrava- 


gances of its giddy, lawleſs Creature. 
But however this be, certain it is that Men, 
raiſed and heated in the Purſuit of Knowledge, 


have been always apt to run into the boundleſs 
Regions of Chimera's. - Where, tho'-loſt and 


bewilder'd, yet, if of warm Imaginations, in- 
flamed with the Ambition of Inventors; they 
have taken more Delight in thoſe obſcure and 
ſhadowy Paths, than any ſober follower of 


Truth, within the Lande of open. 85 and 
Nature. 


Now an Extra „ fo taking in 
themſelves, and ſo miſchievous i in their Con- 
ſequences, pr from a Want of Mo- 


deſty, and due Conſciouſneſs of the narrow. 
OY Limits 


(2 } 
Limits of the human Underſtanding, St. 2 
inhisnext Precapt, with admirable Sal, air 


Aua, ſays . 
m Nmtulkage, Tru ANCE; 5 
chat is, Hobriety , Moderation, Cantinence, | in 


the purſuit of ruth. For as Vi irtus, without 
Knowledge, falls into all kind of Fanaticiſm in 


Practice; ſo Knowledge, without Temperance, _ + 
leads to. all kind of Hereſy, in Opinion! 8 


Paul obſerved, even in Bis. Time, the 

of intemperate Knowledge begin to ſpring, 

and ſpread amongſt his Converts, and 5 

fore cautions them againſt vain Philoſophy and 

a. Knowledge that pujfeth up. But a 0 de- 

formed. and laid waſte the Chriſtian Church in 

— 9 that * new Eurth ſeem dz — 

n to be under . Wa of 
ngy ay 3 nut bing but Thorns and 77% 

ringing fr ſevere than the fr}, that theſe 
9 were not to be aced without, 


much Labour, and * 0 the Brom. 
Beg again the Non An Citoxcn' | ate 


us a fad Exam ple of the Yiſchiefs of i rnitempe=. 
rate Knowledge Fot tho, as we obſerved* 
great Scarciry of true Know- 
| b-4 to direct their Pu ng they abgunded in 
. theit Rat: Tho”. 
they refuſed to 1 ts Riligi jon of Nature 
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fanRified the VAIN PHILOSOPHY or THE | 


GREEKS* to explain juſtifying Faith. 
We have ſeen, what fort of Same the 


Church of. Rome adores: Let us now ſee what 


kind of DocToks ſhe pins her Faith upon. 
As their Devout retired to their Cloiſters to 
deform Virtue, ſo their Learned aſſembled in 
their Schools to corrupt Faith. Where miſ- 
taking Theology, which is a Science of Prac- 
tice, for a Science of Speculation, Kzowledge, 
which is only the Means, they took to be the 
End of Religion; and as that, which is the 
End of any thing, cannot be too much cul- 


tivated, they purſued Knowledge with ſuch in- 
5 emperate Rage, that, as if Religion was only 
4 Trial of Skill, and the Rewards of it to be 


adjudged to the beſt Diſputant, they ſpent 


their whole Lives in agitating and ſubtilizing 


Queſtions of Faith: Abundantly happy if, 
with all their Toil, they could at length ob- 
tain the never-fading Titles of Doctors profound, 


irrefragable, ſubtil, and ſeraphic. These un- 


der the reverend Name of School men, long 
monopoliſed the Manufactory of Faith; and 
wove their Cobwebs thin and dark for. [the 


_ Hangings of the Sanctuary. 


To ſuch then, you will eaſily believe; the 


| Apoſtle's Creed ſoon became too, clear and fim- 


ple. They wanted one that would afford eter- 


nal Matter for Diſpute and Wrangle. So, 


« deuten of at beg usb 
Di, 5 9 


from 
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from the Article of Mary the Vi Irgin, they. i in- 


vented one of Mary the Goageſs : From the 


Article of Chrift once offered on the Croſs for 
our Redemption, they ſpun out a daily Sacrifice; 
and the portentous Idea of a Tranſubſtantiation: 
From his Deſcent into Hell they deduced the, 
Fable of Purgatory : From Belie in the Holy 
Catholic Church, the blaſphemous Tenet of the 
Pope's Inf allibility: = the Communion 
Saints, the idolatrous Worſhip of dead Men: 
And from the For giveneſi of Sins, the gainful 
Trade of And. Coe Nan, and human Abs, 
Alien. N 

But none of theſe firange. Dodtrines being 
to be found in Scripture, they were forced to 
call in the Aid of Tradition to ſtrengthen the 
feeble Arguments of School-ſubtilties. And 
Tradition drawing at its Heels a thouſand other, 
beggarly Errors, which were now. all to be 


* 


ſupported and maintained; this gave Life to an 


After-birth of Hereſies, and freſh Employ- 
ment for the Foſter-fathers of the Schools. 80 
that at length the true Foundation, the ſimple 
Faith in Jxsus ThE MEss1 Anu was loſt and 
forgotten, and lay, for many Ages, buried un- 
der two deformed Heaps of Rubbiſh, scnooL- 
DIVINITY and TRADITION ; over each of 


which, like the ÆEdiles in ancient ROME, a 


venerable Magiſtrate preſided, That called the 
Mafter of the Sums, and 7 his of the Sentences *, * 


> Thomas Aquinas, and Peter Lombart. 
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At laſt, in God's good Time, this Precept 
of adding Temperance b Wege ben 
operate on honeft Minds; and the Truth, 
which flamed out from the well-regulated La- 
bopry of fuch, ſoon burnt up and conſumed 
this precious Superſtructure of Wood, Hay, and 
Stubbe. When the true Faith, like tried gil. 
ver, appeared again in its native Purity ang 
Cangdour. . In this Condition we received it 
from our Fathers, So facred a Depoſite let us 
religiouſſy preſerve, and with the ſame pious 
Care tranſmit to our Poſterity: Having always 
in Mind that wy are built upon the Foundafjon © 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets, (not the Maſters 
of the Sums and Sentences, or their Succeſſors) 

2 Chrift himſelf being the chief Corner-Hone. 
he avoidipg thefe Evils then is the Ad- 
vantage which Knowledge receives from Tem- 
france. A reciprocal Advantage Temperance 
receives from Knowledge : For Tempergnce being 
nothing but Abſtinence from all yiſiqnary Pur- 
ſuits, and all raſh Judgment, out of a Senſe | 
and Conviction of the. Weakneſs of buman 
Underſtanding, was it not founded upon 
Knowledge, would be in Dapger of degene- 
rating into a flothful Scepticiſm, a total Un- 
certainty of all things, from a ae Exa- 
mination of the moſt obvious; a fatal Aptitude 


in concluding that Truth was not to be found 
at all, from being too ſoon weary of the Search. 
A Condition which, we experience, has be- 
fallen, and muſt, unavoidably, befal thoſe, 
ON Whoſe 


% —- 
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whoſe Temperance is not founded on Knowledge . 


But being chus fecured, Temperance ves 


a vigorous, as well as ſober Courſe: For the 


regular Reſtraint, that it i on the Mind, 
hinders not the Mind from the moſt ative 
Exerciſe of its Faculties, but only confines i 
to the Objects fitted for its Contemplation. -' 
We habe obſerved, that the Re:fonableneſ 
of the Practice of 7 emperance ariſes from out 
denſe of the Weakneſs of human Underſtand- 


ing. But this Senſe ſhould not only diſpoſe us 


to be moderate in our own Opinions, but to 


| be candid and charitable with regard to thoſe 


of others; And till Temperamce hath done this, 
it's perfect Work; it is ununiform and partial. 

To render it therefore compleat, St. Peter, 
in his next Precept, injoins us to ade 


10 Temperance, PATIENCE ;/ ; 


that bs, Tang M, 1d lere wich the 


is = indeed th the 
rfect Te 4 
n our ooh G Cult, 


Contratiedon? ok others. 
_ Ben of a 


how how ined | Ei infinnat themſelves into 


* The Originat is Set. WIe d why the Abende 
this Ward rather than paxgodoyle, which may ſeem to be the 
more Word for the Senſe I give ta Patience, appears 
to me to be this —The Church, at the Time of writing this 
Epiſtle, was in a ſabjeft and diſtreſſed. Condition, not in a flou-+ 
riſhing and governing one. And v v@%oq is the Patience of thaſe 


in SubjeRtion, as waxgbouia is the Patience of thoſe in Authority. 
generally fignifies a Patience” 


, UToz029 in the New Ti 


attended with Hope and Expectation af better. And * Senſe 
| make to be required here, | h ol 
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the Mind; bon plauſibly they aſſume the Air 
of, Truth, when, called to account ;; how ob- 


_ - y they maintain their Ground, when 
; now. become. ſuſpect 
| 


** i and what Labour is 
required to feſs em, even after they are 
ſay, "Maha. we ſhall 'be EST to bear 
| with Patience: the; Contradiction of our erring 
3 Brother, We ſhall then preſerve: for him the 

5 - ame fraternal Kindneſs, we had before he 
1 went aſtray; and. ſhall. not ſuffer his being of 
W another Church, or Sect, or Party, or any 

1 thing but an .unchriſftian Life, to Eden that 
Affection; 


f but with Temperance, and Patience 
wait the ſecond Coming Fan 
8 | Bert in Tre frm th Wheat. 


* 
| C 2 
* 14 * 9 g F * 
III. ; 
Li 


| | The Want of which Vi b amongſt thoſe, 
1 VWbo yet dare to call themſelves the Followers of 
© | the Lamb, hath brought more Deſolation on 

the Chriſtian. Church, . than all. the Perſe- 
cutions of Pagan Emperors, or the Eruptions 

| | of Northern Barbarians: Leſs Pagan, and leſs 
Barbarian, than the Author of the Principle 
of Intolerance, who .pretending to ſit in the 
Chair of him, who here enjoins us 70 add 
Patience to Temperance, and Elliag himſelf the 
Vicar f Cbriſt, hath not been aſhamed to 
make him the Pattern of his Conduct, WhO 
was an Accuſer of bis Bretten, and a Murder 


m the Beginnin 2 
fro 8. The 


»% * 
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thren were, in Malice, Children; howbeit, in 


Diſputes, no Strife, no Emulation, but who 


Contradidtion (and the. Papal Hiſtory dnforms 


TOLL [2 
The Chriſtian Church, in its Infancy, breath- | 
ed-nothing but Concord, Love, .and Charity. | 
It had ther a Spirit as pure, and i innocent, as 


the State of Childhood itſelf; The holy Bre- 


Underflanding,, that is, in rational F aith, in 
vigorous Virtue, and in ſober Knowledge, they 
were Men. And thus was the new Feruſalem 
built like a City, that is at Unity in itſelf. No 


ſhould moſt excel in Works of Charity _ 
Pie 18051 
E alas! this bie riſing of the Goſpel, 
which came with Healing in its Wings, and 
promiſed the Arrival of that long-wiſhed-for: - 
Day of everlaſting Peace, was of a ſudden over- 
caſt, and nothing but Tempeſts and Storms 
ſucceeded. For our evil Genius, the Prince 
F the Air, was early at work to obſcure and 
deface the promiſed Triumphs -of the Sur of 
Righteouſneſs, Nor was the Engine he em- 
ployed to defeat Man's Reſforation, dame 
from that, with which he procured his Full: 
It was, ſtill, | Knowledge without its Regulator, 
Temperance. - 

For when now che Schools, 57 oherading] 
on the World a Syſtem of Abſurdities under 
the Name of Religion, had produced Schiſms 
and Diſſentions; and the CI oIsT EAS, by per- 
fecting their Saints in a ſour Inhumanity and 
holy Pride, had raiſed a Spirit impatient of 


us 
© 


„ 3 
us 4 Doctors were the moſt 


| vnintelligible, 

forbearing z) then it was that their Church, 
with theſe Miſchiefs, brought 
forth the Fury, PzRSECUTION. 

Of all the Myefteries of Iniquity, the Science 
of Perſecution: is the ſooneſt learnt and. eaſieſt 
reduced: to Practice: On which account it. has 
had its Proficients, that were fit for nothing 


where: o compendiduſly taught as in the 
Roman Breviary. And when that Church 


had got a proper Subject wherean to practice, 


we ſee how ſpeedily it bronght this Science 
1 For no ſooner was there found 
who-refuſed: to receive the Mark off 
lm Beaſt, that is, to own the Pope for an 
infallible Fudge, i dimen ate 
' Coſt an infallible Executioner. For now the. 
Church and Schools had begot between them 
that Maſterpiece of their Eeclefiaſtical. Policy, 
the IN uTISsTT ION, an infernal IG: 
under the Name of the b boly Offi y wire 

Proceſs is. as directly o 
Nations, as the hoid 
is to all the of the Goſpel. 

Bat; (Holy Jeſus /) ſhould I relate the 
Tricks, the: the Treacherics,. the Frauds, the Ra- 
pines, the Delays; the Horrors of Impriſon- 
ment, the Fortutes of the Rack, the Bloodſhed, 

the Murders practiſed there, Murders committed 

. exquiſite a Malice; that Body, 1. 


1 


0 
tence that follows, 


and their holieſt Saints the leaſt 


elſe, in every Sect and Party : But it is no 


De 1 


* (w]. 


and Reputation are intended to fall a Sacrifice i 
at once, —ſhould I, I fay, but repreſent theſe 


> Things to you in their native Colours, I am 

afraid that your Indignation would endanger 
that Heaven-born Charity, which it is my Aim 
to recommend to you even here, and here 
chiefly, where I am pointing out the enormous 
Evils that are occaſioned by the Excluſion of 
her bleſſed Influence. For though I have ex- 
preſſed myſelf with the free Reſentment of a 
Man who regards Popery as not only the Cor- 
ruption of true Religion, but an Inſult on the 
Senſe, and an Invaſion on the Liberties of Man- 
kind; yet would I carefully endeavour to keep 


within the Bounds of that Truth and Charity 


which conſtitute the Character of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. T5 


1 call therefore draw a Veil over this un- 


happy Scene, that gives ſo fatal a Wound to 
the Integrity of the Chriſtian Name, and in- 


fixes ſo laſting a Diſgrace even on our common 
Nature. Content to have given you one gene- 
ral View of the Papal Religion, which, under 


the Name of a Religion, is indeed no other 
than an impious Farce, I have ſhewn you, : 
in their Order, the three Ads of which it 
conſiſts: The firſt played by their Saints, and 
their Subject, Fanatic Virtue : The ſecond by. 
their Doctors, and their unintelligible Faith 2. 
The third by their Prieffs, and the antichriſ- 
tian Diſcipline of Racks and Gibbets. I have = 
ſhewn you likewiſe the Connexion theſe 
| 2 three 


9 


TT 

26 
three Parts have on one another, and the na- 
tural Tendency of the two firſt to produce the 


dreadful Cataſtrophe of the third. Where Vir- 


tue ſtript of Humanity, and Faith forſook of 
Reafon, turn Charity into bitter Zeal, and 
Plety into Perſecution. 
Such a View ſhould teach us to ſet a juſt 
Value on our own happy Conſtitution, where 
Gofpel-light and Civil Liberty go Hand in Hand. 
Arid be you well aſſured that theſe two Bleſſ- 
ings muſt ſtand or fall together: That Civil 
Slavery will make room for Popiſh Cruelty ; 
and that Popiſh Superſtition will ſupport a 
Tyrant in trampling on our Laws. For the 


Politician knows that the ſureſt Way of fixing 


Slavery is to tie it on the Conſciences of Men: 
And the Prieſt has experienced, that the Mind 
is never ſo tame and ſervile, ſo ſubmiſs in 
ſwallowing Contradictions, as when the Body 
1s already broke and humbled by the Stroke of 
Tyranny. 

1 Thus hath the Apoſtle ſhewn us that the 
Security againſt the. Evils of Diſſention and In- 
tolerance are Temperance and Patience; which 
teach us to feel our own Weakneſs, and to bear 
with that of others. But here agam the Infirmity 


of our common Nature betrays itfelf, and em- 


perance and Patience, excellent and divine as 
they are, become ſubject to the general Fate 
of human Virtues, grow degenerate and de- 
e Thus too often Moderation and To- 

rance fink into Careleſſneſs and IE; 
e ; 5 24 fata 
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a fatal Indifference for all Truth and all Reli- 
gion. That Men, and even Churches are but 
roo apt to fall into that remiſs and ue le arm 
State, for which, the holy Spirit denounced ſo 
ſevere a Judgement on the Laodiceans, we 
have melancholy Proof. Nor is ſuch a Dege- 
neracy hard to be conceived. For when the 
corroſive Ferment of bitter Zeal, which deſo- 
lates Mankind under a pretended Concern for 
the Glory of God, bas, by the Infufion of the 
cool vs heavenly Dew of Moderation, been 
brought to a gentle. Temperature ; the Mind, 
become tired — aſhamed of its late tumultu- 
ous Diſorders, is apt to fink into the other Ex- 
treme,. and grow. languid and unactive. To 
provide therefore againſt this Defect is the De- 
fign of our Apoſtle's next Precept, which bidg 
us add 

10 Patience, GoDL 1Ness. 
And then at the fame time that we preſerve 
the greateſt Moderation towards others, we 
ſhall keep alive the holy Fire of ſpotleſs Zeal 
in ourſelves. * For by Goalineſs is meant the 
warm and affectionate . Diſcharge of all the 
Duties of Divine Adoration, whether in pub- 
lic Offices, or private Meditation. 

With exquiſite Skill likewiſe hath our A- 
poſtle raiſed this ſecond Order of Chriſtian Ar- 
chitecture, Godlineſs, orithe divine Virtue, on 
the former, namely, the human. For, by this 
Means, Godlineſs cannot degenerate, as it did 
in the CHURCH of Rome, from not obſerv- 

2 ing 
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Ing this Direction, either into Fanaticiſm, Su- 
perſtition, or Bigotry; - but will remain ſober, N 
rational, and truly ſublime. 
And yet hath it another Danger PPE which 
it ſometimes falls. For by long and intenſe 
Exerciſe in Holy Offices, and Intercourſe with 
Heaven, the Joy and Tranſport that elevate 
the Mind, thus filled with its true and pro- 
per Object, Gop, naturally diſpoſeth it to con- 
temn all inferior Things; and from deſpiſing 
the Things, but too often, to deſpiſe the Per- 
ſons who delight in them: And by making 
odious Compariſons, like the Phariſee w1ith 
the Publican, to forget its Relation, its near 
Relation, both by Nature and Grace, to the 
meaneſt of its Species. Hence ariſeth ſpiritual 
Pride, the laſt and moſt fatal Enemy to true 
Godlineſs. Now for this too the Apoſtle in 


his next Precept provides a Remedy. Ada, 
ſays he, 


fo Godlineſs, BROTHERLY-KINDNESs, 


Thus begins the third, and laſt Order of this 
_ Chriſtian Building. And, from this Time, 
Godlineſs, placed between, and ſupported on 
each Hand by, the human and ſocial Virtues, | 
becomes ſtable and permanent. And while it 
receives this united Aid from both, it returns it 
back again to both. 
Me have ſhewn the Benefits Temperance and 
Patience receive from Godlineſs; We are now 
7:7 0B to 
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to ſpeak of that which Brotherly-kindneſs re- 
cCeives from it. 

The moſt beauteo is, and dlernted Brancle 
of Brotherly-kinaneſs is Friendſhip, whoſe natu- 
ral Root and Origin is Similitude of Manners, | 
But hee being as often bad as good, Friend- 
ſhip becomes as frequently a Confederacy in 
Vice, as a Community of Virtue. So that this 
adorable Virtue, the Cordial of private Life, 

and largeſt Source of public Good, by being | 
built on the falſe Foundation of Ungodlineſs, 
| hath often produced all that Miſchief to So- 
ciety it was deſigned by Nature to prevent. But 
when, as here, it is rightly placed on Godlmeſs, 
it ſtands ſecure from Abuſe, and enabled to bring 
forth all its genuine Fruits of public Beneficence. 

Brotherly-kinaneſs is now only liable to one 
Diſorder, (for human Depravity will ſnew it- 
ſelf to the very laſt) and it is this, that Brotherly- 
kindneſs being enjoined to be built on Godlineſs 
or Religion, Men are yet too apt, like the 
Phariſees of old, to confine their Brotherly- 
kindneſs within their own Sect or Pale: While 
all zvithout it are treated by them as the wounded 
Traveller by the Prieſt and Levite, 

But this narrow and partial Benevolence the 
Apoſtle has effectually removed in the conclud- 
ing Precept of my Text. 00 lays he, 1 
the laſt Place, 


to Fenn cHARIT V.; 


that is, univerſal Love of all Mankind. This 
. 
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regulates and perfects all other Virtues; and 
is, itſelf, in no want of a Reformer. All the 
other Virtues, as we have obſerved, degene- 
rate both by Defect and Exceſs: This is in- 


capable of either. Its Nature and Eſſence ſe- 


cure it from Defect; and its Fruits and Pro- 
«as from Exceſs. 

This then is the Crown, the Keyſtone of this 
dan Edifice, this triumphant Arch of Im- 
mannduf or, as the Holy "Apoſtle moſt em- 

Ur calls it, the Bond of Perfecineſs. 

Bis, with reſpect to the foregoing Virtues, 
ts like the gilt Dome, or Covering of the Im- 
perial Palace. Without which, the ſtrongeſt 
Foundations, the richeſt ornamented Walls, 

the beſt- diſpoſed Apartments, become, in a 
ttle tune, but naked and deformed Ruins; 
open to every Storm, and expoſed to all the 
Deſolation of waſting Elements. 

. Without this, if we may believe his Fellow 
| Labourer St. Paul. the lt of the Chriſtian 
| bath neither Ornament nor Uſe; for 

without it, the very Foundation is precarious 
and unſtable: Though I have all FAITH, ſays 
he, ſ% that I remove Mountains, and have 
0 CHARITY, 1 am nothing. V1RTUE, like- 
wiſe, without it, is equally unprofitable ; Thy 
T give my Body to be burnt, and have no CH a- 
RITY, it profiteth me nothing. KNoWLEDGE 
likewiſe without it is vain and brutal : Though 
T ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and of S., 
and have all KNOWLEDGE, and bave not CHA- 

RITY, 
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\ -arTY; I am become as ſounding Braſs, or 4 
 rinkling Cymbal. Even GOT IN ESS is unac- 
ceptabſe without it: Though I have the * 
of Prophecy, and wide feng all Myfteries, and 
have mo CHARITY, I am eg Laſtly, 
BROT HERLY-KINDNE8sS will, without it, 
unrewarded : Tho' I beſtow all my Goods to feed | 


'. the Poor, and have mt CHARITY, e 


me nothing. 
But, in this, as the ſame Apoſtle tells us, 
are comprized all the Efficacies of the f 
ing Graces : For, like FAITH, he Wn it 
belreveth all things, it þ all things; like 
VIRTUE, it hinketb 10 il doth not behave 
it ſelf unſeemly ; like true KNOWLEDGE, it 
vaunteth not 2200 is not puſſeu up; like 1 NN. 
PERANCE and PATIENCE, it ee 
and is kind, is not eaſoly. , beareth all 
rhings, enduretb all things; Hke GODLIN ESS, 
it rejorceth not in Iniguity, but rejorceth in i 
Truth: and like BROTHERL Y-KINDNESS, it 
envieth: not, feeketh not its dW. . 
In a Word, beginning then with Faith, 2 
finiſhing with Charity, or, as the fame Apaltle 
much better expreſſeth it, FAITE WORKING _ 


BY CHARITY, We come to erect, after the di- 


vine Model here given us, that heavenly Edifice : 
of Chriſtian Perfection, Fejus Chrift himſelf being 
the chief Corner tone, in whom all the Builging, _ 
fitly framed together, oy unto an Res = 
Tg EE. 3 wk 
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THE Divine LecarTion of MOSE § 3 

en the Principles of a Religious Deiſt, from the Omiſſioon 
of the; Doctrine of a Future State of Rewards and Puniſhments in 
the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. In Nine Books. Vol, I. . third Edi- 
tion. 1742. 
Vol. II. in two Parts, the ſecond Edit. With an Ap- 
pendix, Containing ſome Remarks on a Book, entituled, Future 
Rexwards and Puniſhments believed by the Ancients, &c. With a 
Poſtſcript to the Author of the Princip/es and Connexion of Na- 
tural and Revealed Religion. And a Letter to the Right Rev. 
Dr. Richard Smallbroke, Lord Biſhop of . and Coventry. 
1742 

The Alliance between-Church and State: Or, the Neceſſity 

and Equity of an Eſtabliſhed Religion and a Teſt-Law demon- 
ſtrated, from the Eſſence and End of Civil Society, upon the 
ſundamental Prineiples of the Law of Nature and Nations. In 
three Books. The firſt, — 0 of a Civil and Religious Sociea 
ty. The ſecond, of 35 | And the third, of 


In Anſwer to 
t Maſter of the. 
Serving to ex- 
gation, objected 
to by thoſe learned{Wri wy TN bo ad Ha General Res, 
view of the Argume ring. Leoaffon, as far as it is 
yet advanced; wherein 1s confidered the Relation the ſeveral 
Parts bear to each other, and to the Whole. Together with an 
Appendix in anſwer to a late Pamphlet entitled, An Examina- 
tion of Mr. W 's ſecond Propoſition. Part 1. | 
Remarks on ſeveral Occafional Reflections; Part II. in Anſwer 


the Reverend Dr 
Charter-Hou/e, Dr - 


to the Reverend Doctors Stebbing and Sykes. Serving to explain and N 


juſtify the two Diſſertations in the Divine Legation, concerning 
the Command to Abraham to offer up his Son; and the Na- 


Ws of the Fei Theocracy ; objected to by thoſe Learned 
riters. 

A Sermon preached at the Abbey. Church at Bath, for pro- | 
moting the Charity and Subſcription towards the General Hoſpi- 
tal or lofirmary 1 in that City ; on Sunday, OZob. 24, 1 42. 
To which is added, a ſhort Account of the Nature, Riſe, and 
Progrels of the General Infirmary at Bath. 

All theſe by W. WarzuURToON, M.A. 
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larged and Improved by the Author. With Notes by 15 I 
Warburton. 


* 
. . - 1 
- L 3 
: * 4 # 4« « — 


